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Days of Future Past   

    Frank J. Marshall: An American Original Pt. 6 

By Stan Ward 

Returning home in 1929, Marshall played in an 
international event at the Hotel La Reine in Bradley 
Beach, NJ. The prizes were modest with first prize being 
$500.00, ($1.00 in 1929 money is worth $15.74 in 2021 
dollars), but the chief item of note was that Alexander 
Alekhine entered the tournament. This was Alekhine’s 
first since winning the world championship 2 years 
earlier by defeating Capablanca. Marshall, for his part 
started strong but collapsed midway thru and finished 
in 6th place and out of the money.  

Next came a further return to Europe, however the 
NCF, National Chess Federation, would not contribute 
money to fund the trip but did send out a letter asking 
for donations. $817.00 was raised and Marshall was on 
his way, sailing in July. First stop Karlsbad. The 
tournament in Karlsbad was a 22-player round robin 
which included the pre-war veterans Nimzovich, 
Vidmar, Capablanca, Spielmann, Rubinstein, 
Tartakower, Maroczy, as well as the new generation of  
Euwe, Bogolyubov, Colle, Grunfeld, Samisch and Vera 
Menchik. Marshall played badly throughout and was no 
longer in the same class as the elite of Europe. He 
finished last but still garnered prize money for some 
nice wins against lesser masters. In other words 
Marshall was no longer Marshall. 
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At the dawn of the 1930’s Marshall began to focus on 
the Olympiads. Starting in 1924 the Olympiads, then 
called The Tournaments of Nations, struggled for 
various reasons to gain traction but by 1930 what we 
now know as the Modern Olympiad came into being. 
Although America was producing many fine players it 
was not considered a chess powerhouse, but Marshall 
approached it with an almost paternal interest. 
Captaining 5 teams while playing 4th board Marshall 
and the young Americans won an astounding 4 
Olympiads between 1930-37, much to the shock of the 
Europeans. Some of those young Americans were 
Isaac Kashdan, Herman Steiner, Arthur Dake, Al 
Horowitz, Rueben Fine and Albert Simonson and for 
Stockholm in 1937 Sammy Reshevsky.  
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Here is a nice win from the Prague Olympiad of 

1931 against an Italian Champion. 

Annotations by GM Andy Soltis 
1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 e6 3. c4 d5 4. Nc3 Bb4 5. Qb3 c5 
6. a3 Bxc3+ 7. bxc3 O-O 8.Bg5 cxd4 9. cxd4 Nc6 
10. cxd5 exd5 11. Bxf6 gxf6 12. Qc3 Bf5 13. e3 
Rc8 

 
 
Again the "American Defense" has given Black a 
queenside initiative, but at the cost of doubled f-
pawns. Now 14 Bd3? Ne5 loses. 
 
14. Nd2 Na5 15. Qb4 Rc2 16. Bb5 Qb6 17. Nf3 Rfc8 
18. O-O a6 19. Ba4 Rb2 
 
Despite the bad pawns Black has a big advantage 
in the endgame after 20 Qxb6 Rxb6 21 Rfcl Rc4. 
Now it turns out that White's bishop is the "bad" 
one because it has no squares. 
Rb2 20. Qe7 Qe6 21. Qxe6 Bxe6 22. h3 b5 23. 
Bd1 Rc3 24. Nh4 Nc4 25. a4 b4 26. Bg4 b3 27. 
Bf5 Rd2 0-1 
 
There was no defense to . . . b2 and . . . Na3. 
 
Franks final game in an Olympiad came in 1937 
in Stockholm, Sweden. With the addition of 
Sammy Reshevsky the American team was quite 
strong. Only 3 teams drew the Americans who 
took first by 6 points. This feat would not be 

repeated until 1954 when the Soviet team also 
finished 6 points ahead of its nearest 
competitor. Kashdan sat out the last round thus 
giving Marshall one more Olympic start.  
  

 
 
 

 

Annotations by GM Andy Soltis 
1. e4 e5 2. f4 d5 3. Nc3 d4 4. Nce2 Nc6 5. d3… 
 
White's curious way of refusing the gambit 
occurred this same year in 
Milner-Barry-Keres, Margate 1937, and ended in 
Black's favor after 5 Nf3 Bd6 6. fxe5 Bxe5 7. d3 
Bg4 8 Qd2 Bxf3 9 gxf3 Qh4+ 10 Kd1 f5!. 
Marshall's Scottish opponent mistakenly 
believed he could grab a pawn. 
 
Bd6 6. fxe5 Nxe5 7. Nxd4 Bb4+ 8.c3 Qxd4 9. 
cxb4 Bg4 10. Nf3 Qxb4+ 11. Bd2 Qxb2 12. Be2 
Bxf3 13. gxf3 O-O-O 14. Bf4 
 

 
 
As bad as things are for White, Marshall makes 
them worse. 
Nxd3+ 15. Bxd3 Rxd3 16. Qxd3 Qxa1+ 17. Kf2 
Qb2+ 18. Kg3 Nf6 19. Rb1 Nh5+ 
20. Kg4 Nxf4 21. Kxf4 Qxh2+ 0-1 
 
The next Olympiad occurred during the 
opening weeks of the Nazi invasion of Poland. 
By then even Neville Chamberlain, Britain’s 

M Monticelli (ITA) v F.J. Marshall (USA)  
Olympiad, Prague, 1931 

Queens Gambit Declined, D38 

Reid v F.J. Marshall  
Olympiad, Stockholm 1937 

Falkbeer Counter Gambit, C31 



Prime Minister, knew that trying to “talk” with a 
man like Adolf Hitler was an exercise in futility. 
Poland was quickly steamrolled by both 
Germany and Stalin’s Russia, following their 
secret protocols in the just concluded 
Nazi/Soviet Non-Aggression Pact of late August 
1939. Poland, and later the rest of Europe fell 
into shadow, a nightmare world lasting 5 years 
and in Poland’s case, only to be replaced by an 
equally savage oppressor in their Soviet 
“liberators”.  A story for another day. 
 
The signal event in the 1930’s was the 
worldwide economic depression. However the 
Marshalls did not feel the impact of it right 
away. Hobbies, games, and pastimes that take 
little equipment and money tend to hang tough 
in bad economic times but as the Depression 
deepened even chess was greatly affected. 
Marshall had relied on wealthy sponsors, 
tournament money and exhibition fees for his 
income but between September and mid 
November 1929 the stock market saw 50 of its 
80 billion dollars vanish. With it went many 
fortunes including much of the wealth that 
subsidized both chess and Frank Marshall. By 
late 1930 chess began to feel the impact. 
Despite attempts to keep chess inexpensive the 
NCF scrapped plans for tournaments in 1930 
and 1931. The Marshall Chess Club, which 
relied on membership dues to pay its bills was 
in trouble due to a serious decline in 
membership. In addition the West 12th Street 
building that was home to the club which was 
bought by a corporation of wealthy chess 
enthusiasts in 1922 was sold in 1931. The 
owners were hard up for cash and the building 
became a casualty of the hard times that were 
the 1930’s. In stepped Gustavus Pfeiffer, a 
wealthy patron with enough money to buy a 
building at 23 West 10th Street. With 2 upstairs 
apartments to help pay the mortgage the 
Marshall Chess Club was miraculously back in 
business by the end of 1931.  
 
With the 30’s came a push to change the system 
for deciding who was US Champion. The old 
way of proceeding, before there was a national 
chess organization, was that a champion had to 
be challenged for his crown by a worthy 
challenger. It was strictly match play. There was 
no tournament to decide a champion. For a 
match to take place both sides had to agree to 

all terms, and prizemoney had to come from 
wealthy donors and chess clubs. If both sides 
could not agree to terms the champion kept the 
crown. By 1928 Issac Kashdan was Marshalls 
equal with both Sammy Reshevsky and Reuben 
Fine hovering in the background. Kashdan 
challenged Marshall for the title in 1931. The 
previous decade saw the NCF, (National Chess 
Federation), draw up a set of rules. The rules 
were basically what was considered standard at 
the time, but one rule was a major stumbling 
block. It reads as follows: 
 
"The champion will not be compelled to defend 
his title for a purse below five thousand dollars 
in addition to which sum, the traveling 
expenses both ways of both players, as well as 
their living expenses during the progress of the 
match, must also be provided for." 
 
For 1926 this was doable, but it was no longer 
1926. With unemployment figures reaching 20% 
at a time when few women were in the 
workforce this rule could not be met. Plus few 
wealthy patrons wanted to back what they 
thought would be a lopsided result in favor of 
the younger player. Plans fell apart and the 
whole championship idea was shelved for the 
time being. 
 
Meanwhile, other than the Olympiads, Marshall 
contented himself with exhibitions where he 
still excelled. He generally declined invitations 
to tournaments after his dismal performance in 
New York at the Alamac Hotel in 1931, where 
he finished tied 9th-11th. It was a younger man’s 
game. His income, other than exhibitions came 
from some book collaborations but the idea of 
a U.S. Championship match continued despite 
the hard economic times. Marshall and 
Kashdan met a few times to work out a deal but 
the $5000.00 stipulation continued to stop 
things cold. Finally the NCF voted unanimously 
to drop the $5,000 rule and stated that if a 
match between Kashdan and Marshall did not 
occur in 1935 that they were prepared to hold a 
biennial tournament to decide the 
championship with or without Marshall. Was 
Marshall using the $5000 rule to hang on to the 
title longer than he should have. Perhaps, but 
he decided to bow out gracefully at the club’s 
annual dinner on April 27th, 1935. After 26 years 
it was time. 



 
He never played in a U.S. Championship but 
rather took on the mantle of chess ambassador, 
presiding over events at the Marshall Chess 
Club and going to the Olympiads for a few 
more years. The first U.S. Championship started 
on April 25th 1936 and was won by Sammy 
Reshevsky. Reshevsky was awarded the Frank J. 
Marshall Trophy, a cup bought by the members 
of the Marshall Chess Club. 
 

 
Arthur Denker receiving the Frank J. Marshall Award 
from Marshall for winning the U.S. Championship in 
1944. From the authors collection. 
 
Marshall played his last master tournament in 
1940-41, the club championship. Here is an 
example of a Marshall swindle. 
 

 
Annotations by GM Andy Soltis 
 
1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 exd4 4. c3 dxc3 5. Bc4 
d6 6. Qb3 Qd7 7. Qxc3 d5 8. exd5 Bb4 9. dxc6 
Bxc3+ 10. Nxc3 bxc6 
 
White has better chances, even with only two 
pieces for the queen, than if he had allowed 8.  
…dxc4. Now 10 . . . Qe7+ and rapid queenside 
castling would have won quickly. 
 
11. O-O Ne7 12. Bxf7+ Kf8 13. Bb3 Bb7 14. 
Be3 Nf5 15. Bc5+ Nd6 16. Nd4 Re8 17. Rfe1 h5 
18. Ne6+ Rxe6 19. Bxe6 Qd8 20. Re5 Rh6 21. 
Rae1 Bc8 22. Bb3 Bd7… 
 

 

 
Suddenly White, with 23 Be3 and 24 Bg5! is 
winning. 
 
23. Be3 Nf5 24. Bxh6 gxh6 25. Ne4 Kg7 26. Nc5 
Kf6 27. Nxd7+ Qxd7 28. Be6 1-0. 
 
 

 
 

As time passed Marshall was still invited to the 
biennial U.S. Championship tournaments but 
never accepted. In 1940 he played 2 exhibition 
games against his old nemesis Emanual Lasker. 
Old and sick by now Lasker was a shadow of 
his former self. Marshall won the first game 
with White, a Queens Gambit Declined. The 
second game, a Pirc, ended in a draw but 
Lasker was too ill to continue. Lasker died 8 
months later. All of Marshall’s former 
opponents were beginning to fall away like 
leaves in a late autumn rain. Richard Reti died 



of scarlet fever in 1929. Fredrick Yates died in a 
gas poisoning accident in 1932 and Siegbert 
Tarrasch, who has many variations with his 
named attached to them died at 71 in 1934. 
Meanwhile, Aron Nimzovich, almost a decade 
younger than Marshall passed in 1935 and 
Rudolf Spielmann would die a refuge in neutral 
Sweden in 1942. Time was not on Marshall’s 
side. In 1941 he participated in a giant 109 
board simul exhibition along with Pincus, Fine, 
Reshevsky and Kashdan at the Capitol Hotel to 
establish a Lasker Memorial Fund. At 63, he 
tired after an hour of play and had to be 
relieved by the young master Olaf Ulfstead.  
 
The year 1942 saw the release of “Marshall’s 
Best Games of Chess”, originally titled: “My 
Fifty Years of Chess”. Published by Horowitz & 
Harkness it was serialized in October of 1941 in 
“Chess Review”, the forerunner of todays Chess 
Life. Some say that it was ghost written by Fred 
Reinfeld one of the two most prolific chess 
writers of the era. Either way it is considered a 
classic of attacking chess and is still 
recommended by today’s chess coaches.  
 
In March of 1942 Jose Capablanca, the man 
who supplanted Marshall as the best chess 
player this side of the Atlantic and for a while, 
the world, collapsed at the Manhattan Chess 
Club and died before he could be revived.   
 
This last passage comes directly from GM Andy 
Soltis’s book “Frank Marshall: United States 
Chess Champion.” 
 
“That month, May, Marshall headed a 
committee to choose the best Reti opening 
from the just concluded U.S. Championship 
and award its winner a $25 prize from Reti's 
brother Rudolph, who had fled the war and 
come to the United States. Frank also hosted 
one of the club's frequent garden parties in its 
backyard for the victory of club member Gisela 
Gresser in the U.S. Women's Championship. 
The women's championship was an idea of 
Carrie’s, and she organized the first such 
tournament at the club in 1936.  
 
On November 9, 1944, Frank Marshall went 
across the Hudson River by ferry to Jersey City 
for an evening of bingo. Carrie stayed home. 
While walking along Van Vorst Street he fell to 

the pavement. A woman pedestrian saw his 
collapse and called police, who arrived too late. 
In later years Carrie Marshall would remark 
that she never liked policemen. It was a New 
York City patrolman, she explained, who told 
her Frank had died of a heart attack. 
 
Some 300 people attended his funeral, at the 
Greenwich Presbyterian Church on West 13th 
Street on November 13 . Marshall was cremated 
at Fresh Pond Crematory on Long Island. 
Among those on hand for the funeral were 
Marcel Barzin, former president of the Belgian 
Chess Federation, George Emlen Roosevelt, 
Gustavus Pfeiffer and E.B. Edwards of the 
Marshall C.C. board of governors, Harold 
Phillips, Kenneth Harkness, Al Horowitz of the 
Olympic teams, and Horace Bigelow and Eddie 
Santasiere of the Met League teams. 
 
"It seems to me that an epoch began with this 
man," Marshall's lifelong friend Napier wrote in 
a tribute. Condolences were received from 
old opponents from Moscow, Karlsbad and 
London. The Frank Marshall Chess Club of 
Prague, founded in 1928, sent Carrie a warm 
letter. The New York Times printed an editorial 
recalling Frank's achievements and also his 
democratic attitude. Marshall was willing to 
analyze chess with anyone, regardless of skill, 
the Times wrote. All he needed was a board 
and pieces. "White and Black, weaving those 
magical patterns, asking those questions which 
no master has completely answered. To 
Marshall that was 
enough." 
 
Frank J. Marshall, An American Original.  
Copyright Stan Ward 2021. 
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Road Tripping: 

 With Joe Mucerino. 

After two trips to Connecticut, I decided 
to branch out and travel to a state that 
I’ve never been to before:  Indiana.  A 
5SS, G/45 +5 sec tournament enticed me 
to make the 611 mile trip to Indianapolis.  
While the trip was a long one (11 hours 
nonstop), it was pretty easy.  Take the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike west to Exit 75, 
and then I70 West all the way to 
Indianapolis, get off at the exit, and in 
about two miles you are at the hotel. 

The tournament was a success.  With 44 
players over three sections (they also had 
a section for extra games and a blitz 
tournament), it was, to the best of my 
knowledge, the second largest over-the-
board tournament in the United States 
since states began to open up from the 
coronavirus.  The 75th Oklahoma Open, 
held on the last weekend in June, had one 
player more. 

The tournament was organized by the B C 
Chess Club, which is named after its 
founders, Bill Boehm and Steve Caputi, 
who started the club 20 years ago.  The 
club meets in the basement of tournament 
director Nathan Bush.  That may sound a 
bit dingy but I have seen photos of it and 
it is spacious with superb lighting.  Live 

games are also broadcasted live on 
Facebook.  Of course, the great advantage 
of playing in the TD’s basement is he can 
run a tournament there anytime.  The club 
was among the first in the nation to open 
back up, as they did on May 26, and 
they’ve held numerous tournaments, 
mainly on Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays, since.  This larger event 
needed to be held elsewhere, and the 
Indianapolis Marriott East played host. 

Now, I must be honest.  While both the 
county and the hotel required everyone to 
wear masks, that was not enforced.  In 
one round, my opponent arrived late, and 
while I was waiting, I counted twelve 
people not wearing masks.  Several had 
their noses exposed.  On top of that, 
some people removed their masks to eat 
or drink while not being socially distant.  
One guy was drinking while sitting across 
from his opponent, and another was 
drinking while standing in the middle of a 
group of people who were waiting for 
pairings.  I wore my mask at all times, of 
course, but two of my opponents did not.  
When I returned to work, I took a COVID 
test, and I was negative, and I did not 
develop any symptoms later on. 

Still, I had a fantastic time, and this was 
the best event that I’ve played in since 
chess began to open up. 

 



IM Shah is the highest rated player in 
Indiana.  On Chessgames.com, I found a 
game where he lost to former World 
Champion Vladimir Kramnik at the 2018 
Isle of Man Masters tournament.  I played 
Shah on Board 1, and the B C Chess Club 
broadcasted the game with video on their 
Facebook page.  If you are interested, you 
can still watch the video there, although 
the internet connection was not good so 
the video looks a bit jerky. 

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.Nf3 Nxd5 4.d4 Bg4 
5.h3 Bxf3 6.Qxf3 e6 7.c3 Be7 8.Bd3 0–0 
9.Qe4 g6 10.h4 Qd7 11.h5 f5 12.Qe2 g5  

This may look strange, but black simply 
cannot let white get an open h file. 

13.h6 Bf6 14.Rh5 Qe7 

The computer preferred protecting the 
pawn with 14…g4, but again, I did not 
want to open up lines for white. 

15.g4 f4? 

A waste of time.  More efficient is to give 
up a pawn and keep developing with 
15…Nc6 16.gxf5 e5 17.dxe5 Nxd5, and 
perhaps black can exploit white’s lack of 
development. 

16.Nd2 Nd7 17.Ne4 Rae8 

Another good move is 17…c5. 

18.Kf1 c5 19.Bd2?! 

Missing 19.Bb5! with a nasty pin.  Black’s 
queen is overloaded and cannot guard the 
knight on d7, the pawn on c5, and the 
bishop on f6, which, in turn, defends the 
pawn on g5. 

19…cxd4 20.Nxf6+ Qxf6 21.cxd4 Rf7 22.Re1 
Rfe7 23.Qe4 N7b6?? 

Better is 23…Rc8 

24.Qe5 

I saw this move after I made my last 
move.  There is no way to defend the g5 
and h7 pawns. 

 

1–0 

Shah would go on to win the tournament 
with a 4.5/5 score. 

I went from losing to the highest rated 
player to the lowest rated player (in my 
section)! 

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 Bf5 4.c4 e6 5.Qb3 
Qc8 6.Nc3 c6 7.Bd2 Nbd7 8.Rc1?!  

A little slip.  I should have traded knight 
for bishop with 8.Nh4.  After 8…Bg6 (or 
8…Bg4 9.h3 Bh5 10.g4 Bg6 first), trading on 
g6 and opening the h file surprising does 
not help black that much.  

IM Fenil Shah v Joseph Mucerino  
Indy July Super Tornado! Round 1 

July 25, 2020 
 

 Joseph Mucerino v Gerald Tolan 
Indy July Super Tornado! Round 2 

July 25, 2020 
 



8…Qb8 9.cxd5 exd5 10.Be2 Bd6 11.Na4 0–0 
12.Bb4 Ne4 13.Bxd6 Qxd6 14.0–0 Rab8 
15.Rfd1 Bg4 16.h3 Bh5 17.Qc2 f5 18.Nc5 
Ndxc5 19.dxc5 Qf6 20.Nd4 Bg6 21.Bd3?  

This is a really bad move.  Now after… 

21…f4 

 

White cannot capture on f4 because his 
knight hangs. 

22.f3? 

Compounding on the previous error.  
White should just admit the error and 
capture on e4. 

22…fxe3 23.Bxe4 dxe4 24.Qb3+ Bf7 
25.Qxe3 exf3 26.Qxf3 Qe5?! 

The queen is a bit exposed here.  Black 
should trade on f3.  That will either split 
white’s kingside pawns, or black will win a 
pawn after 27.Nxf3 Bxa2 28.Ra1 Bd4 
29.Rxa7 Bxf3 30.gxf3 Rxf3. 

27.Qc3 Bd5?? 

Black misses a tactic. 

28.Nxc6! Qxc3 29.Ne7+ Kh8?  

Bring the king closer to the center with 
29…Kf7. 

30.Rxc3 Bxa2 31.b3? 

Greedy, trying to trap the bishop.  White 
should recapture his pawn with 31.Ra3 
and 32.Rxa7. 

31…Rbe8 32.Nd5? 

Still greedy.  White should try to shut the 
rooks out with 32.Rd7. 

32…Re2 33.Nf4 Rb2 

Of course, capturing the knight leads to a 
back rank mate. 

34.Ne6 Re8 35.Nd4 Rd8 36.Rf1 h6 37.Rf4 
Rb1+ 38.Kh2 Rd1 39.Ne6  

Also good is 39.Nb5. 

39…Re8 40.Rf8+? 

I remember I had exactly one minute left 
on the clock when I made this move.  It 
didn’t feel right.  Pretty much any move 
that keeps the pieces on the board is 
good. 

40…Rxf8 41.Nxf8 Rb1 42.b4? 

White had to try 42.c6 and try to trade off 
all of the queenside pawns. 

42…Rxb4 43.Ra3 Bd5 44.Rxa7 Rb2 

…continued next page 

 



 

 

 45.Ng6+ Kh7 46.Nf4 Bc6 47.Ra8??  

White had to try 47.h4 or 4.Kg1, but even 
those moves should lose in the end. 

47…Rc2  

White lost on time.  0-1 

____________________________________ 

Action from the 2021 Summer Swiss  

   

Gary Marshall, a good guy. 

 

 

Emmit Fitgerald 

 

Stan (left) and Bob. Tyler in background.  

 

Who Dat???

 



Hollywood Plays Chess. 

 

CAREY GRANT FROM “THE TALK OF THE TOWN”. 

The Talk of the Town. (1942) starring Carey Grant, jean Arthur, Ronald 

Coleman, Edgar Buchanan and Glenda Farrell. 

(From the internet movie database). An escaped prisoner, (Grant) has to prove his innocence to a 

stuffy law professor, (Coleman) with the help of a spirited school teacher, (Arthur). 

Included among the American film institute’s list of the 500 movies nominated for the top 100 

funniest American movies. 

Both Carey Grant & Ronald Coleman were paid $100,000 for their work. Jean Arthur, who was in 

movie mogul Harry Cohn’s doghouse and just coming off suspension, was only paid $50,000. 

$100,000 in 1942 money is worth $1,666,846.63. 

 

 

 



 


